Directi ons

Start fromthe

Court house west

steps on Swede
Street

Jurors' Wal ki ng Tour
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Site or
Bui | di ng
The Court House

Descri ption

The current Court House, replacing a snmaller one of
1786, was built as the result of a conpetition of 1849
bet ween Thomas U. Walter (architect of Grard Coll ege and
|ater of the U S. Capitol done) and Napol eon LeBrun, (de-
signer of Phil adel phia's Acadeny of Misic and Cat hedral of
Sts. Peter and Paul). LeBrun's successful design originally
featured a steeple which was even higher than the Presbyte-
rian church's to the east, but this was criticized as being
out of keeping with the G eek Revival style. The steeple
was replaced by the done in a substantial renovation of
1904.

The interior of the Court House dates largely from
1904, when the stained glass ceilings in courtroons A B,
and C were installed. The nurals in courtroons D and E are
by WPA artist Harding, who also painted the WPA nmurals in
t he Phil adel phi a Cust ons House.

Wal k North to
Airy Street

Mont gonery Pl aza

Sout hwest cor ner

of Airy and Swede
Streets

Across Swede Street, where the high-rise office build-
i ng now stands, previously stood the First Baptist Church
(1833) which had a steeple added by Thomas U Walter in
1850. This contributed, along with a gothic cottage used as
a rectory, to the gothic ensenble along Airy Street. This
was an abolitionist church, where many fanmous orators, such
as Frederick Dougl ass, are known to have lectured. It is
docunented as a stop on the Underground Railroad.

Turn East on
Airy Street
Look North

Sti nson House
Nor t heast Cor ner
of Airy and Church
Streets

Church Street termnates fromthe north on Airy; at the
NE corner stands the 1856 G eek Revival hone (by Elijah
Thomas) of Dr. Mary Stinson, thought to be the first female
prof essionally accredited psychiatrist in America. She |eft
her fortune to found a horme for elderly wonen.
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Site or
Bui | di ng

Cour t house Addi -
tion

Directions

Look Sout h

Look North Sai nt John's Epi s-

copal Church

Look South Post O fice

Look North Pri son

Descri ption

To the east of the Court House is the addition (1920's)
whi ch bl ocks off Penn Street fromthe east. In the space
between the addition and the Post Ofice fornerly stood the
Ref ormed Church of the Ascension, also in the gothic style.

This is the oldest church in Norristown (organized
1812, dedicated 1815). Visit the quiet churchyard at the
rear to see graves of illustrious Norristonians, and of
veterans of the Revolutionary, 1812, Gvil, Spanish Aneri -
can, and | ater wars.

This Art Deco structure (1932) by James Wetnore and
Harry McMurtie is adorned with WPA nurals by Paul Mays and
(then novel ) al um num Deco/ C assi cal netal worKk.

The prison was constructed as part of the sane plan as
the Court House, but in the gothic style. The original
conpetition draw ngs show versions of both buildings in both
gothic and cl assical styles, but gothic was chosen here.

The facade is of solid granite, and there is an underground
tunnel for conveying prisoners fromthe Court House.

Law O fices of
Hi gh, Swartz, Rob-
erts, & Saidel

Look South

Nor t hwest Cor -
ner of DeKalb
and Airy

Par ki ng Lot

At | east one of the houses west the corner of DeKalb
was in the gothic style, and is docunented to be by the
fanmous architect John Notman. These were colonialized and
converted to offices by G Edw n Brunbaugh.

This site, now the County parking lot, previously held
Norristown's old Dutch Renai ssance style Borough Hall and
before that, a covered market along DeKalb Street. The
center of the site along Airy Street contained the Italian
Villa Style Veranda House Hotel (1859).
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Directions

Nort heast Cor -
ner of DeKal b
and Airy
Streets

Look North of
t he church on
t he east side
of DeKal b
Street

Look farther
North on the
east side of
DeKal b Street

Site or
Bui | di ng

First Presbyterian
Church of Norris-
t own

Former Norri st own
Li brary

Fai t h Taber nacl e
Chur ch
542 DeKal b Street

Descri ption

The First Presbyterian Church (1854) by Joseph Hoxie
(who also built the Arch Street Presbyterian Church in
Phi | adel phi a) incorporates the spectacul ar spire visible
frommany mles away. It stands on the site of a previous
(1834) church which was in the Geek Revival style. The
current church marks the transition from Greek Revival to
Italianate. But Hoxie |oved spires; he even put one (since
removed) on top of the done of the Arch Street Church. The
interior was renodeled in the 1880's in the Romanesque
style, and the church was painted brown in imtation of the
t hen-fashi onabl e New York Brownstone. It is still comonly
referred to as “The Brown Church.”

This tiny building with the | egend “Li brary” over the
door was provided by the Presbyterians as a permanent honme
for the Norristown Library. The Library, founded in the
1790's by subscription (David Rittenhouse and General Andrew
Porter were subscribers) is thought to be the third ol dest
public library in the United States. It originally was
gquartered in the librarians’s hone, then in various tenpo-
rary and wood frame buildings. It later evolved into the
Mont gonery County Library.

This church (1857) to the north of the Presbyterian
Church was a branch of the Presbyterian Church fornmed during
the Geat Schism The church originally had an Italianate
facade of brick, later faced with gray Valley Forge Marbl e,
and was | ater used as the Norristown Public Library when the
library outgrew the space noted above, until being returned
to ecclesiastical duty.
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Di rections Site or
Bui | di ng
Turn Ri ght W1 1iam Jam son
(South) onto House

DeKal b Street Sout heast Cor ner
Airy and DeKal b

Streets

Wal k Sout h on St .
DeKal b Street Ort hodox church
Nor t hwest Cor ner
DeKal b and Penn

Streets

Wal k South to
Mai n Street

The Tone Bui |l di ng
Nort heast Cor ner
DeKal b and Main

Streets

Ceorge Coptic

Descri ption

Thi s house (1850) was built
for the son of Sanuel Jam son who founded the Jam son MIIs
near the river. Considered huge and astonishing in its day,
it originally sported a widow s wal k and stabl es and out -
bui | di ngs extending all the way to Green Street. There is a
story that the house was originally to be only three sto-
ries, but when M.Jam son heard of the plans for the vast
church tower to be erected across Airy Street, he feared his
manse woul d be dwarfed (as in fact it is)! So he had an-
ot her story added in such haste that it was one big room
This was used as a ballroomfor the rest of the century
except when used by the children for roller skating. The
architectural offices on the first floor contain an 1857
wall map of Norristown; interested parties may apply to view
this map when the office is open.

The beautiful Geek Revival was built in 1863 as Trin-
ity Evangelical Lutheran church, replacing an 1849 church on
the sane site (note date stones in facade). This building
was renovated at the turn of the century by Louis Confort
Tiffany and boasted Tiffany stained glass wi ndows, a Tiffany
gl ass nosaic, and an al abaster and gilt-bronze altar rail.

in the Geek Revival style

The Tone building incorporates the stone structure of a
bl acksm th's shop which survived the British burning of
Norristown during the Revolution. It is thought to be the
ol dest surviving building in Norristown.

Look South to
t he Large
Bui | di ng ion
t he East side
of DeKal b
Street

Mont gonery County
Cul tural Center
208 DeKal b Street

Oiginally the I ndependent Order of Odd Fel | ows Hal
(1850), this Geek Revival building had a mansard fourth
story applied in 1858; many fanous figures spoke here,

i ncl udi ng Mark Twai n, Charl es Di ckens, Abraham Li ncoln, and
Dani el Webster.
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Directi ons Site or

Bui | di ng
Wal k west on Wachovi a Bank
Mai n Street
Look South County Gar age
Look South The Pennsyl vani a

Depart of Environ-

ment al Protection

SE Corner Main and
Swede Streets

Descri ption

The Wachovia Bank standing in the center of the north
side this block is the successor to a |long series of finan-
cial institutions, being preceded by First Union, Core
States, Meridian, Anmerican Bank, Peoples Bank, and the
Mont gomery Trust, which built a shopping arcade just to the
east of the existing building. This precursor of the nal
was j oi ned by another arcade to the east called the Curren
Arcade. Before the bank, the site was occupied by the stone
mansi on of Samuel Jam son, father of the aforenentioned
WIlliam Jam son.

This site contained the Valley Forge Hotel, Norris-
town's prem er |odging and best restaurant. It was preceded
by the Washington Hotel, established as a stage coach st op.

Thi s new Hancock Square devel opnent incorporates the
former Phil adel phia and Western Railway (Red Arrow Line)
el evated station which served as the Norristown term nus of
t he high speed interurban trolley line to Upper Darby, and
also as a station for the Lehigh Valley Transit interurban
trolley line to Allentown (Liberty Bell Limted). The
trolleys entered Norristown on an el evated bridge over the
Schuyl kill River (the tracks from Upper Darby now term nate
at Swede and Lafayette Streets at the Norristown Transport a-
tion Center), stopped on a track suspended over the Swede
Street sidewal k, and continued north on a bridge over Main
Street, running on the |evel while the ground of Court House
Hll rose up to neet the tracks.

South of the P&W Bui | di ng on Swede Street previously
stood the boyhood honme of Norristown’s nost fanmous war hero,
Cvil War General and Presidential candidate Wnfield Scott

Hancrnacnl, whn \wne ~Arnaditad with wi nni na tha Rattl a Anf Cattue

Wal ki ng Tour
Page 5 of 6



Directions

Turn North on
to Swede Street

Look West

Look East

Site or
Bui | di ng

Court House Square
Nor t heast corner
Mai n and Swede
Streets

NW Cor ner Swede
and Penn Streets

County Centenni a
Obel i sk
SE (former) Cor-
ner of Penn and
Swede Streets

Descri ption

This square is the last bit of Norristown owned by the
University of Pennsylvania, all the other |ots having been
sold off in the 19th century. The rent was one acorn per
year. The square contains several nonunents of interest;
note especially the central obelisk dedicated to Cvil War
CGeneral Zook and the 51st Regi nent of Pennsyl vani a Vol un-
teers. Farther up Swede Street is the 1932 Purple Heart
Mermorial to all Norristownian war casualties. Don’t over-
| ook the nmonunent by Sassona Norton, erected in 2005, to the
victinms of the Septenber 11 attacks.

Here stood the famobus Ranbo House Hotel, naned after a
famly of Swedish settlers who preceded the English in
Pennsyl vania. This hotel contained roons for professionals,
a popul ar restaurant, and a bar popular with | awers and
politicians.

Here is the County centennial (1884) obelisk comreno-
rating David Rittenbouse (1732-1796), the "American Newt on"
- certainly the nost fanous scientist from Montgonery County
- who fixed a surveyor's benchmark near this point from
whi ch surveyors neasured plots near and far.
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