
Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
Norristown	  Citizen	  Boards	  and	  Committees	  
	  

Zoning	  Hearing	  Board	  (1	  Alternate	  Needed)	  

Planning	  Commission	  (1	  Vacancy	  and	  1	  Term	  Expiring)	  

Architectural	  Historical	  Review	  Board*	  (2	  Vacancies	  &	  2	  Terms	  Expiring)	  

Recreation	  Committee	  

Special	  &	  Cultural	  Events	  Committee	  (5	  Terms	  Expiring)	  

Shade	  Tree	  Commission	  	  

Norristown	  Municipal	  Waste	  Authority	  (1	  Term	  Expiring)	  

Blighted	  Property	  Removal	  Committee*	  

Board	  of	  Code	  Appeals*	  (1	  Vacancy)	  

Civil	  Service	  Commission*	  (1	  Term	  Expiring)	  

Design	  Review	  Board*	  	  

Environmental	  Advisory	  Committee	  (7-‐11sub	  Vacancies)	  

*Membership	  on	  some	  Boards	  require	  specific	  experience	  or	  certification.	  Asterisks	  illustrate	  
those	  boards	  which	  entails	  special	  membership	  requirements.	  Please	  read	  the	  descriptions	  

below	  to	  learn	  more	  about	  the	  functions	  and	  responsibilities	  of	  each	  board.	  	  
	  

	  

INTERESTED	  IN	  SERVING	  ON	  A	  VOLUNTEER	  BOARD?	  

Submit	  a	  letter	  of	  interest	  and	  your	  resume,	  and	  indicate	  in	  your	  letter	  which	  boards	  you	  would	  like	  
to	  serve	  on	  (please	  rank	  from	  1	  to	  3	  in	  order	  of	  preference	  if	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  more	  than	  one)	  
to	  Brandon	  Ford,	  Special	  Assistant	  to	  the	  Municipal	  Administrator,	  at	  bford@norristown.org	  
	  



Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
Norristown	  Citizen	  Boards	  and	  Committees	  
	  

Zoning	  Hearing	  Board	  (1	  Alternate	  Needed)	  
	  
Meeting	  Time:	  	  4th	  Tuesday	  of	  every	  Month	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	  5	  Members	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	  5	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  residents	  of	  Norristown	   	  
	  
Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  320,	  Article	  XXX	  (link)	  
	  
Description:	  
The	  Zoning	  Hearing	  Board	  consists	  of	  5	  residents	  appointed	  by	  the	  Municipal	  Council	  to	  serve	  5	  year	  
overlapping	  terms	  to	  render	  adjudications	  in	  the	  following	  matters:	  

o Appeals	  from	  a	  determination	  by	  a	  township	  engineer	  or	  the	  Zoning	  Officer	  with	  reference	  to	  
the	  administration	  of	  any	   flood	  plain	  or	   flood	  hazard	  ordinance	  or	   such	  provisions	  within	  a	  
land	  use	  ordinance.	  

o Appeals	   from	   the	   determination	   of	   the	   Zoning	   Officer	   or	   township	   engineer	   in	   the	  
administration	   of	   any	   land	   use	   ordinance	   or	   provisions	   thereof	   with	   reference	   to	  
sedimentation	  and	  erosion	  control	  and	  storm	  water	  management.	  

o Appeals	   from	   the	   determination	   of	   the	   Zoning	   Officer,	   including,	   but	   not	   limited	   to,	   the	  
granting	  or	  denial	  of	  any	  permit	  or	  failure	  to	  act	  on	  the	  application	  therefore,	  the	  issuance	  of	  
any	  cease	  and	  desist	  order	  or	  the	  registration	  or	  refusal	  to	  register	  any	  nonconforming	  use,	  
structure	  or	  lot.	  

o Applications	  for	  special	  exceptions	  under	  the	  zoning	  ordinance	  or	  flood	  plain	  or	  flood	  hazard	  
ordinance	  or	  such	  provisions	  within	  a	  land	  use	  ordinance.	  

o Applications	   for	   variances	   from	   the	   terms	   of	   the	   zoning	   ordinance	   and	   flood	   hazard	  
ordinance	  or	  such	  provisions	  within	  a	  land	  use	  ordinance.	  

o Substantive	  challenges	  to	  the	  validity	  of	  any	  land	  use	  ordinance.	  

	  
Vacancies:	  	   1	  Alternative	  is	  needed	  to	  fill	  in	  for	  an	  absent	  member;	  1	  term	  expires	  on	  Dec.	  31,	  2016	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
Norristown	  Citizen	  Boards	  and	  Committees	  
	  

Planning	  Commission	  (1	  Vacancy)	  
	  
Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   2nd	  Tuesday	  of	  every	  Month	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	   7	  Members	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	  	   4	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  residents	  of	  Norristown	   	  
	  
Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  70	  (link)	  
	  
Description:	  
The	   Planning	   Commission	   is	   appointed	   to	   provide	   advice	   to	   the	   Municipal	   Council	   and	   the	   Zoning	  
Hearing	  Board	  with	  respect	  to	  comprehensive	  land	  use	  planning	  and	  existing	  land	  use	  in	  Norristown.	  The	  
Planning	   Commission	   consists	   of	   7	   residents	   appointed	   by	   Council,	   serving	   overlapping	   4-‐year	   terms.	  
Commission	  responsibilities	  include:	  

o In	  the	  performance	  of	  its	  functions,	  enter	  upon	  any	  land	  to	  make	  examinations	  and	  surveys	  with	  
the	  consent	  of	  the	  owner.	  

o Make	   recommendations	   to	   governmental,	   civic	   and	  private	   agencies	   and	   individuals	   as	   to	   the	  
effectiveness	  of	  the	  proposals	  of	  such	  organizations.	  

o Make	  recommendations	  to	  Council	  concerning	  the	  adoption	  or	  amendment	  of	  an	  official	  map	  

o Prepare	  a	  comprehensive	  plan	  for	  the	  development	  of	  the	  township	  as	  set	  forth	  in	  the	  township	  
Code	  and	  present	  it	  for	  the	  consideration	  to	  the	  Board	  of	  Supervisors.	  

o Prepare	  and	  present	  to	  Council	  a	  building	  code	  and	  a	  housing	  code	  and	  make	  recommendations	  
concerning	  proposed	  amendments	  thereto.	  

o Prepare	  and	  present	  to	  Council	  zoning	  ordinances	  and	  make	  recommendations	  to	  on	  proposed	  
amendments.	  

o Prepare,	  recommend	  and	  administer	  subdivision	  and	  land	  development	  regulations.	  

o Present	  testimony	  before	  any	  board	  (i.e.	  Zoning	  Hearing	  Board).	  

o Promote	  public	  interest	  in,	  and	  understanding	  of,	  the	  comprehensive	  plan.	  

o Request	   from	  municipal	  departments	   such	  available	   information	  as	   relates	   to	   the	  work	  of	   the	  
Planning	  Commission.	  

	  
Vacancies:	  	   1	  Vacancy;	  1	  term	  expires	  on	  Dec.	  31,	  2016	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
Norristown	  Citizen	  Boards	  and	  Committees	  
	  

Historical	  Architectural	  Review	  Board	  (HARB)*	  (2	  Vacancies)	  
	  

Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   4th	  Wednesday	  of	  Every	  Month	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	   7	  Members	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	  	   4	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   1	   Registered	   Architect,	   1	   Licensed	   Real	   Estate	   Broker,	   1	   Norristown	  

Code	  Inspector,	  1	  Preservation	  Society	  Member,	  1	  Building	  Processional,	  
and	  	  2	  Residents	  living	  in	  one	  of	  Norristown’s	  Historical	  Districts.	  

	  

Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  31	  (link)	  
	  
Description:	  
The	  Historical	  Architectural	  Review	  Board	  (HARB)	  is	  appointed	  to	  put	  forth	  recommendations	  and	  advise	  
the	  Municipal	  Council	  regarding	  the	  advisability	  of	  issuing	  any	  certificate	  of	  appropriateness	  required	  to	  
be	   issued	   pursuant	   to	   the	   Historic	   District	   Act	   in	   one	   of	   the	   designated	  Norristown	  Historic	   Districts.	  
These	   certificates	   serve	   to	   promote,	   protect,	   enhance,	   perpetuate,	   and	   preserve	   the	   cultural,	   social,	  
economic,	  political,	  and	  architectural	  history	  of	  Norristown’s	  Historical	  Districts.	  	  	  
	  

Vacancies:	  	   2	  Vacancies	  (1	  Real	  Estate	  Agent/Broker,	  1	  Resident	  of	  a	  Historic	  District)	  
2	  terms	  expiring	  on	  Dec.	  31,	  2016.	  	  	  	  

	  	  

	  

Recreation	  Committee	  
	  
Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   as	  needed	  (meeting	  times	  are	  set	  at	  the	  1st	  meeting	  in	  January)	   	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	   7	  Members	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	  	   5	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  resident	  of	  the	  Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
	  
Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  66	  (link)	  
	  
Description:	  
The	   Recreation	   Committee	   advises	   and	   makes	   recommendations	   to	   the	   Municipal	   Council	   on	   the	  
formulation	   of	   plans,	   policies,	   and	   budget	   priorities	   for	   the	   operation	   of	   Norristown’s	   Recreation	  
Department.	   Members	   may	   also	   volunteer	   in	   the	   organization	   of	   recreational	   events	   hosted	   by	   the	  
Municipality.	  	  
	  
Vacancies:	  	   None,	  although	  volunteers	  are	  more	  than	  welcome	  to	  apply	  in	  case	  of	  a	  vacancy.	  	  	  
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Norristown	  Citizen	  Boards	  and	  Committees	  
	  

Special	  and	  Cultural	  Events	  Committee	  
	  

Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   as	  needed	  (meeting	  times	  are	  set	  at	  the	  1st	  meeting	  in	  January)	   	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	   	  11	  Members	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	   	  3	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  residents	  of	  the	  Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
	  

Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   None	  –	  Resolution	  15-‐133	  of	  2015	  
	  

Description:	  
The	   Special	   and	   Cultural	   Events	   Committee	   is	   charged	   with	   coordinating	   municipal	   events	   for	   the	  
community,	   with	   particular	   emphasis	   on	   Norristown’s	   Fourth	   of	   July	   Activities.	   	   The	   committee	   may	  
decide	   to	   organize	   other	   events	   that	   celebrate	   and/or	   promotes	   community,	   culture,	   arts,	   and/or	  
recreation.	   	   The	   Committee	  may	   designate	   an	   annual	   calendar	   of	   events	   to	   support.	   	   Specific	   duties	  
include	  raising	  funds	  for	  events,	  coordinating	  the	  planning	  of	  events,	  participating	  in	  the	  event	  to	  ensure	  
success,	  and	  reporting	  to	  the	  Municipal	  Council	  and	  the	  committee’s	  activities	  and/or	  accomplishments.	  	  
	  

Vacancies:	  	   5	  terms*	  expire	  on	  Dec.	  31,	  2016	   	  
	  	  

	  

Shade	  Tree	  Commission	  
	  

Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   as	  needed	  (meeting	  times	  are	  set	  at	  the	  1st	  meeting	  in	  January)	   	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	   	  5	  Members	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	   	  3	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  resident	  of	  the	  Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
	  

Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  82	  (link)	  
	  

Description:	  
The	  Shade	  Tree	  Commission	  is	  responsible	  for	  advising	  the	  Municipal	  Council	  on	  the	  regulation	  of	  shade	  
trees	   located	  within	  the	  Municipality.	  The	  Commission	  may	  also,	  with	  the	  approval	  of	  Council,	  provide	  
advocacy	   and	   education	   on	   best	   management	   practices	   that	   promote	   tree	   health	   and	   a	   sustainable	  
urban	  forest	  here	  in	  Norristown.	  	  
	  
Vacancies:	  None,	  although	  volunteers	  are	  more	  than	  welcome	  to	  apply	  in	  case	  of	  a	  vacancy.	  	  	   	  
	  	  
	  

	  
	  
	  



Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
Norristown	  Citizen	  Boards	  and	  Committees	  
	  

Municipal	  Waste	  Authority	  
	  

Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   2nd	  Wednesday	  of	  Every	  Month	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	   	  5	  Members	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	   	  5	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  residents	  of	  the	  Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
	  

Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  63	  (link)	  
	  

Description:	  
The	   Norristown	   Municipal	   Waste	   Authority	   was	   formed	   in	   1993	   for	   the	   purpose	   of	   operating	   the	  
municipality's	   sewer	   system.	   	  The	   Authority	   is	   governed	   by	   a	   five	   member	   Board	   appointed	   by	   the	  
Municipal	  Council.	  	  The	  Authority	  owns	  and	  operates	  the	  wastewater	  treatment	  plant	  and	  the	  collection	  
sewers	  of	  the	  Municipality.	  	  The	  wastewater	  treatment	  facility	  is	  located	  at	  368	  East	  Washington	  Street,	  
discharging	  effluent	  to	  the	  Schuylkill	  River,	  and	  serves	  both	  the	  Municipality	  and	  the	  Township	  of	  West	  
Norriton.	  
	  

Vacancies:	  1	  term	  expires	  on	  Dec.	  31,	  2016	   	   	  
	  	  
	  
	  

Blighted	  Property	  Removal	  Committee*	  	  
	  

Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   as	  needed	  (meeting	  times	  are	  set	  at	  the	  1st	  meeting	  in	  January)	   	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	  	   4	  Members	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	  	   3	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   1	  Council	  Member,	   1	   Planning	  Commission	  Member,	   1	   Representative	  

from	   the	   Montgomery	   County	   Redevelopment	   Authority,	   1	   staff	  
member	  	  

	  
Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  8	  (link)	  
	  
Description:	  
The	   Blighted	   Property	   Removal	   Committee	   has	   the	   responsibility	   of	   designating,	   certifying,	   and	  
removing	  blighted	  property	  as	  defined	  by	  the	  Pennsylvania	  Urban	  Redevelopment	  Law	  (35	  P.S.	  1712.1).	  
The	  Committee	  operates	  in	  conjunction	  and	  cooperation	  with	  the	  Montgomery	  County	  Redevelopment	  
Authority	   in	   the	  acquisition,	  by	  exercise	  of	   eminent	  domain	  or	  otherwise,	   and	  elimination	  of	  blighted	  
property	  within	  the	  Municipality.	  	  
	  
Vacancies:	  	   No	  resident	  vacancies,	  although	  residents	  are	  more	  than	  welcome	  to	  attend	  meetings.	  	  
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Norristown	  Citizen	  Boards	  and	  Committees	  
	  

Board	  of	  Code	  Appeals*	  (1	  Vacancy)	  
	  

Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   as	  needed	  (meeting	  times	  are	  set	  at	  the	  1st	  meeting	  in	  January)	   	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	   	  3	  Members*	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	  	   3	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  residents	  who	  possess	  professional	  experience	  
	  
Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  9	  (link)	  
	  
Description:	  
The	  Board	  shall	  hear	  all	  appeals	  arising	  from	  or	  relating	  to	  any	  matter	  arising	  out	  of	  the	  Municipality’s	  
enforcement	  of	  the	  Pennsylvania	  Uniform	  Construction	  Code,	  the	  Norristown	  Property	  Maintenance	  
Code,	  and	  the	  Norristown	  Fire	  Code.	  Upon	  conclusion	  of	  the	  hearing,	  the	  Board	  shall	  issue	  a	  written	  
decision	  within	  five	  (5)	  days	  regarding	  the	  outcome	  of	  the	  appeal.	  	  
	  
Vacancies:	  	   1	  Vacancy	  (applicants	  must	  be	  qualified	  by	  experience	  and	  training	  on	  matters	  

pertaining	  to	  building	  construction,	  property	  maintenance,	  fire	  hazards,	  etc.)	  
	  	  
	  
	  

Civil	  Service	  Commission*	  
	  
Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   as	  needed	  (meeting	  times	  are	  set	  at	  the	  1st	  meeting	  in	  January)	   	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	  	   	  3	  Members*	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	   	  6	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  residents	  who	  possess	  professional	  experience	  
	  
Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  4,	  Article	  X	  (link)	  
	  
Description:	  
The	  Civil	   Service	  Commission	  enforces	   the	   rules	  and	   regulations	  pertaining	   to	  Civil	   Service	  Employees,	  
and	   certifies	   the	   eligibility	   of	   qualified	   applicants	   for	   positions	   and	  promotions	  within	   the	  Norristown	  
Police	  and	  Fire	  Departments.	  The	  Commission	  can	  hear	  the	  appeal	  of	  any	  person	  suspended,	  reduced	  in	  
rank,	  or	  removed	  from	  the	  Norristown	  Police	  or	  Fire	  Department	  in	  accordance	  to	  the	  Civil	  Service	  Rules	  
and	  Regulations	  adopted	  by	  the	  Municipal	  Council	  of	  Norristown.	  	  
	  
Vacancies:	  	   1	  term	  expires	  on	  Dec.	  31,	  2016	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  



Municipality	  of	  Norristown	  
Norristown	  Citizen	  Boards	  and	  Committees	  
	  

Design	  Review	  Board*	  
	  
Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   as	  needed	  (meeting	  times	  are	  set	  at	  the	  1st	  meeting	  in	  January)	   	  
	  
Membership:	   	   	   5	  members	   	   	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	  	   6	  Year	  Terms	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   1	   Councilmember,	   1	   Planning	   Commission	   member,	   1	   design	  

professional,	   1	   representative	   of	   the	   developer	   community,	   and	   1	  
Council	  appointee;	  	  

	  
Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   Chapter	  320,	  Article	  XXIII,	  Section	  244	  (link)	  
	  
Description:	  
The	  Design	  Review	  Board	  was	   established	   for	   the	   purpose	  of	   reviewing	   the	  design,	   layout,	   and	  other	  
features	  of	  proposed	  developments	  in	  order	  to	  ensure	  that	  their	  design	  is	  in	  keeping	  with	  the	  intent	  and	  
purposes	  set	  forth	  in	  Norristown’s	  Zoning	  Ordinance	  (Chapter	  320).	  	  
	  
Vacancies:	  	   No	  resident	  vacancies,	  although	  residents	  are	  more	  than	  welcome	  to	  attend	  meetings.	  
	  	  
	  
	  

Environmental	  Advisory	  Committee	  (NEW	  BOARD)	  
	  
Meeting	  Time:	  	  	   	   as	  needed	  (meeting	  times	  are	  set	  at	  the	  1st	  meeting	  in	  January)	   	  	  
	  

Membership:	   	   	  	   Undetermined	  	   (7-‐11	  Members)	   	  
Length	  of	  Membership:	  	  	   Undetermined	  	   (Terms	  will	  be	  set	  by	  Council	  upon	  establishment	   	  
Membership	  Requirements:	   Members	  must	  be	  residents	  who	  possess	  professional	  experience	  
	  

Location	  in	  the	  General	  Code:	   N/A	  –	  Board	  will	  be	  created	  once	  sufficient	  interest	  is	  generated	  
	  
Description:	  
The	   Environmental	   Advisory	   Committee	   will	   serve	   as	   The	  Municipality	   of	   Norristown’s	   Keep	   America	  
Beautiful	  Affiliate,	  serving	  as	  the	  primary	  point	  of	  contact	  between	  the	  two	  agencies	  in	  the	  coordination	  
and	  execution	  of	  programs	  and	  events	  aimed	  at	  promoting	  and	  preserving	  the	  environment.	  	  
	  

Vacancies:	  	   Numerous	  Vacancies	  	  
	  	  


