Frequently Asked Questions for the Norristown Fire Department:

Are recreational outdoor fires permitted?

PA Law permits recreational fires 3’ x 2’ in diameter. It shall not be conducted
within 25 feet of a structure, deck or combustible material. It shall be constantly
attended until the fire is fully extinguished. A minimum of one portable fire
extinguisher complying with a 4-A rating or a functioning garden hose must be on
site of the recreational fire. Open burning that is either offensive or objectionable
because of smoke or odor emissions or when atmospheric conditions or local
circumstances make such fires hazardous shall be prohibited.

Can we burn rubbish, trash, grass, weeds or any other material that

omits smoke directly into the air?
Section 307.1.1 of the 2009 International Fire Code prohibits the burning of these
materials in which the smoke does not pass through a stack or chimney.

Can I grill on my porch or balcony?

Section 308.1.4 of Municipal Ordinance 11-08 of 2011 prohibits the use of all
charcoal burners and other open-flame cooking devices on combustible porches and
balconies or within 10 feet of combustible construction.

Are all fireworks illegal in Pennsylvania?

State law prohibits the use of Consumer and Display fireworks in Pennsylvania
without a permit.

[tems defined as “ground and hand-held sparkling devices”, “novelties” and “toy
caps” in American Pyrotechnics Association (APA) Standard 87-1 are not currently
regulated by State Law; therefore, their sale and use are permissible. These “non-
fireworks” are the only types allowed to be sold from tents, stands, convenience
stores, retail establishments and other various outlets not licensed by the
Department of Agriculture.

(Title 35, Chapter 13A, Sections 1271 & 1275)

Where do you get fire extinguishers filled?
The Norristown Fire Department does not fill or inspect fire extinguishers; we
suggest that you check with your local retailers, the Internet or telephone book.

How do I obtain a fire incident report?

To request a fire incident report, please contact the Fire Marshal at 610-270-2894.
The cost is $25.00. Checks should be made payable to the Municipality of
Norristown. Additionally, the Municipality of Norristown charges the following
additional fees for photographs.

Black & White Photo: $10.00/print

Digital Photos: $15.00/print

Digital Photos on CR: $200.00/CD



How can I obtain information regarding Fire Safety Training at my

workplace?

Workplace Fire Safety Training can be conducted by the Norristown Fire
Department. If interested, please contact Fire Chief Thomas O’Donnell at 610-292-
8281 or by e-mail at todonnell@norristown.org. Fees associated with Fire Safety
Training are as follows:

o Fire Safety Training $ 550.00 / 45 minute presentation for profit companies
o Fire Safety Training $ 225.00 / 45 minute presentation for non-profit
organizations

How can I receive a free smoke detector?

The Fire Marshal’s Unit operates a smoke detector program. Free smoke detectors
are available through this program. Any Norristown resident needing a smoke
detector is encouraged to call the hotline at 610-270-2870

How can I receive training on the proper installation of a child’s car

seat?

The Montgomery County Health Department has certified car seat technicians who
inspect child safety seats. Car seat checks are by appointment ONLY. This service is
free and open to all residents of Montgomery County. The Montgomery Hose Fire
Company located at 201 West Freedley Street in Norristown is a car seat check
location on the second Wednesday of every month. To make an appointment call
610-278-5119.



