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Norristown	  Officials	  respond	  to	  Sanctuary	  City	  request	  
 
NORRISTOWN, PA –	   During	   the	   Public	   Comments	   portion	   of	   Tuesday	   night’s	   Council	  
Work	  Session,	  a	  group	  of	  Norristown	  residents	  who	  are	  families	  affiliated	  with	  the	  Center	  
for	   Culture,	   Art,	   Training	   and	   Education	   (CCATE),	  made	   a	   presentation	   to	   the	  Municipal	  
Council	   regarding	   their	   concerns	   related	   to	   the	   immigration	   policies	   espoused	   by	  
President-‐Elect	   Donald	   Trump.	   	   	   At	   that	   meeting	   JUNTOS—a	   Philadelphia	   based	   Latino	  
immigrant	   organization—staged	   an	   “intervention”	   action,	   requesting	   that	   the	   Council	  
adopt	  an	  ordinance	  designating	  Norristown	  as	  a	  sanctuary	  city.	  	  There	  was	  no	  discussion	  or	  
action	  taken	  on	  the	  matter.	  
	  
“One	   of	   the	   best	   and	  most	   distinguishing	   things	   about	   Norristown	   is	   its	   diversity,”	   said	  
Council	  President	  Sonya	  Sanders.	   	  “It	   is	  that	  diversity	  that	  makes	  us	  a	  vibrant	  community	  
that	  embraces,	  celebrates	  and	  values	  the	  culture	  and	  contributions	  of	  all	  our	  residents.	  	  The	  
Municipal	   Council	   is	   committed	   to	   continuing	   that	   principle.	   	   As	   a	  matter	   of	   fact,	   one	   of	  
Council’s	   primary	   2016	   goals	   has	   been	   to	   foster	   greater	   civic	   engagement	   with	  
Norristown’s	  Hispanic	  community,	  an	  undertaking	  that	  we	  have	  engaged	  in	  very	  seriously.”	  
	  
In	   prior	   years	   Norristown	   has	   been	   approached	   by	   JUNTOS	   regarding	   the	   municipality	  
becoming	   a	   sanctuary	   city.	   	   “Our	   response	   now	   is	   as	   it	   was	   then:	   while	   we	   are	   not	   a	  
sanctuary	   city,	   all	   human	   beings	   matter	   to	   us.	  We	   don’t	   make	   distinctions	   about	   who	  
deserves	  to	  be	  helped,”	  stated	  Sanders.	  	   	  According	  to	  Police	  Chief	  Mark	  Talbot,	  “We	  don’t	  
make	   distinctions	   about	   who	   we	   will	   serve	   and	   protect.	   	   We	  believe	   everyone	   that	   we	  
encounter	  deserves	  the	  greatest	  level	  of	  compassion	  and	  kindness	  that	  we	  can	  deliver;	  and	  
we	   will	   protect	   all	   our	   residents	   from	   criminals	   regardless	   of	   their	   nationality.	  	   The	  
Norristown	   Police	   Department	   has	   established	   a	   cooperative	   and	   mutually	   respectful	  
relationship	   with	   our	   immigrant	   residents,	   we	   expect	   nothing	   to	   change	   about	   that	  
relationship.”	  
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